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Dear Senater Bridges: 


You havo inquired whether a candidate 
4n the general election, as distinct from the primary, is presently 
charcoable by law with the eontributions and expenditures of incepcnde 
ent political comittieecs working in his behalf. You are respoctrully 
advised that in my opinion the answor to this question as the law is 
no written is in the negative. 


Releg Ce 82, Se 5, providos Limitae 
tions on the total amount to bes experxied by a candidate in connection 
with the pricary caspaicn and also prohivcits contributions er contracts 
for the payment of money without the written ecnsent of the candidate 
or his financial acent, and requires that all sums expended by or in 
behalf of the candidate shall be reported to the financial agent and, 
hence, subsequontly published by hime 


Sowever, section § is specifically 
applicable exclusively to primaries and not to tho goneral election. 
As the law 45 now written, limitations on candidates’ expenditures in @ 
reneral election (that is, in the period between the primary and the 
final peneral election) are contained in aoparate section 4 of chapter 
2, when the publication requirerons of section 21 is read with sootion 
Lb 4t becomes at once apparent that the recoipts and expenditures of 
independent political committess ars not includable within the Limitations 
prescribed by section &, which refers solely to expenditures by & 
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Thus, unior the Law as it is now 
written the operation of indeperdent political cosmittess in the general . 
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election 4a not required to be published until the second Friday 
after the election pursuant to the provisions of Reles Ceo 42, Be 23e 


Sincerely, 


Louis C. Wyman 
Attorney General 
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